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Matthew 2:1-12

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi
came from the east to Jerusalem. 2 They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve
seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with him.
4 He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be
born. 5 They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:
6 You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, because
from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star had first
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When
you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 When they heard the king,
they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stood over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. 11 They entered the
house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they worshipped him. Then
they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12 Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own
country by another route.

Reflection Questions:
• Take some moments to prayerfully become aware of the light of Christ’s presence
and goodness with you. (If you need to sit in a quieter place, do that now.
Remember, distractions are just more opportunities to return again to God.)
• As you sit with a pen and paper, take some time to reflect on where the light of
Jesus’ presence and goodness has appeared to you or intervened in your life. Perhaps
sometime this last year, or in the past. Let the memories of God’s light and goodness
wash over you.
• Turn your attention to be open to what God has for you this year. What word, story
or picture comes to mind? If you’ve already picked a word to guide you closer as you
follow Jesus, take some time to explore what scripture has to say about it. (If a
number of words are standing out to you, write them each down and savor them
over the course of the week to see what stands out. You may even want to pick more
than one.)
• Lastly, thank God for leading you— you’ve asked, now you can expect to be led!

