
    

Hosea 11:1-9 
“When Israel was a child, I loved 
him.. the more I called them, the 
more they went from me; they kept 
sacrificing to the Ba’als, and burning incense to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I 
took them up in my arms; but they did not know that I helped them. I led them with cords of 
compassion, with the bands of love… my people are bent on turning away from me; so they 
are appointed to the yoke, and none shall remove it. 

How can I give you up, O Ephraim! How can I hand you over, O Israel! …My heart recoils within 
me, my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not execute my fierce anger, I will not again 
destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come to 
destroy.”


God’s just fathering includes— 
1. Loving                     (Hosea 11:1-9) 
Question: In what area(s) of your life do you need to return to your heavenly Father? 

2. Aggressive                         (Isaiah 1:24-27)  
Question: When have you experienced God’s aggressive action in your life? Where 
would you like to see more of this in your life or in your community? 

3. Apocalyptic                         (Isaiah 2:2-5, Romans 3:26)

Question: Who can you share this good news with? 

For Further Reflection: 

• If you or someone you love have suffered a grave injustice —perhaps something was stolen 
or taken from you that can’t be given back— what reactions and emotions went with it? What 
place did anger and a desire for justice have?


• In the OT, wherever justice is administered, the Lord is present: read II Chronicles 19:4-7, 
Isaiah 1:11-27, Psalm 146:5, 7, 9-10, Psalm 9:7-12 as a sampler. What do these passages tell 
you about God’s heart for the world?


• If we know that God’s justice is for both now and the future, how does this apply to real-world 
situations? How is justice/righteousness enacted on earth a foretaste of the future to come? 


• In passages like Micah 2:1-3, 3:9-12, Jeremiah 5:27-29, we see the outrage of God. What is 
God upset by in these passages? Who is he upset with? How do you see God’s wrath as 
deeply connected to God’s love in wanting all, including the poor and weak, to be treated 
with love? 


• Challenge yourself to read through a book of the Old Testament like Hosea, Isaiah, Micah or 
Jeremiah, and underline each time the topics of justice/injustice/righteousness are 
mentioned. What do you notice?
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